
Homes and businesses within the
Tippecanoe Lake community
generate an estimated

320,000 gallons
of wastewater each day.

Serenity in the warm sun...swimming in clear cool water...skipping 
flat stones with a child...sunset cruising along the shore...fishing in 
the quiet of first light...cutting on a ski, jumping on a wakeboard...
spending time with family and friends...a home or cottage by 
the lakeshore filled with memories...Lakes, rivers, streams, and 
wetlands are a source of beauty and life.

“I have been going to  
Lake Tippy for over 50 years. Over  

the many years, the lake has changed... 
there has been an increase in weeds and  

reduction in water clarity. Our septic systems 
are self-monitored and maintenance of these 

systems is not regulated. Consequently, more 
waste is eventually finding its way into the lake. 
Lake Tippy, the deepest lake in Indiana, should 
be cared for with great pride. Without a sewer 
system, I am not sure we have the mechanism 

to control waste and the care needed  
to sustain our lake.”

— Nancy Swanson, Property Owner

TIPPECANOE LAKE’S 
SUSTAINABILITY

SustainOurLake.com



THE ADVANTAGES OF SEWERS
Sewers are a quick, easy, efficient way of getting rid of 
the wastewater. Sewers also:

• Remove wastewater completely from the home and 
community.

• Reduce the risk of contact with human waste.

• Prevent pollution via treatment systems that centralize 
treatment and deploy advanced technologies. 

• Protect groundwater resources.

• Are in many cases the same cost or less expensive 
per household than onsite septic systems, when 
the cost of septic system maintenance is taken into 
account.

• Provide needed basic infrastructure for economic 
growth, revitalization of existing neighborhoods, and 
sustainability of the environment.
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HOW SEPTIC  
SYSTEMS MAY 
POLLUTE YOUR
LAKE
• Soils that are undesirable for 

septic systems

• Septic systems located in 
close proximity to water 
wells

• Septic systems located at or 
below the lake water level 

• Poor care and maintenance 
of septic systems during 
their estimated 20-year  
life cycle

If we all do our part to 
improve lake quality, 
the economic value of 
our lakes could increase 
by 5% an additional 
$10,519,000 each year!



IT IS TIME FOR A COMMUNITY 
SEWER SYSTEM
Did you know that we are reaching the point where on-
site, septic treatment will either become too costly for 
homeowners to replace or not possible? Kosciusko County 
septic systems standards require twice the building lot 
size than most current Tippy home sites (per Kosciusko 
County GIS and zoning ordinance).

Did you know that Tippecanoe Lake is one of the last large 
residential lakes in the area to implement a sewer system? 
Sanitary sewer systems have been and are being 
installed on neighboring lakes.

Is the age of your septic system already 20 years old or 
more? With the septic system life expectancy of 20-25 
years, a community sewer system offers you less upfront 
replacement costs and approximately the same average 
monthly cost.

Are you properly caring for your septic system or will it soon 
reach its life cycle? The homeowner is responsible for the 
use and maintenance of a septic system. If the system is 
not maintained, the system will prematurely fail.

Is your septic system located 50’ from wells and above the 
lake’s water level—even during flooding? About 50% of 
the home sites at Lake Tippecanoe have some type of 
encroachment from the flood plain onto their land. 

Did you know that 50% of the land in the proposed district 
is not suitable for septic systems even with special design 
considerations?

WHAT IS THE ESTIMATED COST 
OF A SEWER SYSTEM FOR A 
HOMEOWNER?

The TOTAL PROJECT COST will 
range between $32,000,000 – 
$34,000,000. 

Homeowner expenses can be 
estimated based on the following 
costs/fees:

One-time, Onsite Property Owner Private 
Costs (varies by home)
• Pump and abandon septic system 

tanks
• Yard restoration
• Connection to community sewer 

system
• Connection assessment fee, 

estimated $2,500 (may be tax 
deductible)

Ongoing, Estimated OMR and Tax Fees
• Monthly operation, maintenance 

and repair (OMR) fees - estimated 
$25 per home

• Annual property tax assessment fee 
(may be tax deductible). Amount 
will depend on awarded grant level 
and funding resources – see chart 
below.

SERVICE AREA MAP
(See large map at  
SustainOurLake.com)

The proposed utility service area includes the Tippecanoe Lake 
residential community within the black border shown on the map.  
No properties outside the boundaries will be affected.
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Assumes a USDA 40-year loan.
Assumes a one-time system connection fee.
Assumes a tax rate based on the un-adjusted 
assessed value of the district.

Example: The annualized expense per 
$200,000 home is estimated to be $840 - 
$1,260 per year for both the monthly OMR 
and biannual property tax assessment 
fees.
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IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR WANT TO SUPPORT  
THE PETITION, CONTACT YOUR TEAM LEADER OR  
VISIT OUR WEBSITE.

UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF 
OUR LAKES IS ONLY THE FIRST STEP
Keeping the lakes clean and healthy is integral to 
maintaining the value of our lakes for the future.

As part of the economic impact study, the Lilly Center for 
Lakes & Streams identified the potential impact of lake 
health in Kosciusko County on our economic future.

LAKE RELATED BUSINESS
$147,661,000

Auto & Gas $64,548,000
Food & Dining $44,142,000
Construction $17,039,000
Other $21,932,000

LAKE SPECIFIC BUSINESS
$150,722,000

Boat Sales $15,650,000
Boat Manufacturing $103,000,000
Marinas $18,194,000
Other $13,878,000

PROPERTY TAX  $15,000,000

KOSCIUSKO COUNTY LAKES

 CONTRIBUTE ANNUALLY OVER  

$313 MILLION
TO OUR LOCAL ECONOMY

TIPPECANOE LAKES SEWER INITIATIVE
North Webster, IN 46555
Info@sustainourlake.com

“ A Tippy sewer system will raise property values 
considerably as has been proven with other lakes in 
the area. Our lake is slowly degrading and we need to 
reverse that trend. People would be astounded to know 
how septic systems impact their wells and compromise 
their water quality.”

— Steve Matthias, Property Owner

“ Do we really want to wait until we are forced to make the change? A sewer 
system will raise property values and give us the ability to pass down our 
homes and the lake lifestyle for generations to come. It would be hard for me 
to believe that people in this day and age don’t think we need a sewer system.” 

— Ann Presnall, Property Owner

WHY SEWERS?
• Healthier for your lake and  

will preserve it for the future
• Better property values
• Healthier for your family
• Will save you money


